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PRESS release 
Russia: Angolan Foreign Minister appreciates highly the prospects of the two countries’ cooperation 
Foreign Minister João Bernardo de Miranda of the Republic of Angola, who has been visiting Moscow on a three-day working visit at the invitation of his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov, pointed out the necessity of creating a more profound and prompt system for developing the Angolan-Russian cooperation.
With this purpose in mind, representatives of the Parties are going to start working out a long-term target-oriented plan of cooperation aimed at deepening further the commercial and economic relations between the two countries. 
It is intended to start the detailed discussion of the Plan during the negotiations between co-chairmen of the composite Intergovernmental Angolan-Russian Cooperation Committee that are to be held in July this year in Luanda. During the November session of the Intergovernmental Cooperation Committee held in Moscow, the Parties recognized the need for using the exclusively favourable political and diplomatic ties that have been formed between the two countries, in the interests of further strengthening and broadening the economic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation. 
Besides the talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, João Bernardo de Miranda spoke to Igor Ivanov, Secretary of the Russian Federation’s Security Council, and was received by First Deputy Chairman of the Russian government Alexander Zhukov. 
In the morning of June 23, the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Angola visited the Russian State University of Peoples’ Friendship (formerly named Patrice Lumumba University), now the third best among leading higher education institutions of Russia. During the visit, Rector Vladimir Filippov of the Peoples’ Friendship University informed the honorable guest that Angolan students learning at the University display such a level of mastering their curriculum that is equal to 85%, which is higher than the average level achieved by other students from Africa, equal to 79%. 
Mr. João Bernardo de Miranda thanked the university authorities for the information delivered by them, and made a written entry in the University’s Book of Honorable Guests. The minister remarked, among other things, that the university has educated many generations of Angolan students and that today the institution is continuing the preparation of specialists required for successful development of Angola. 
While visiting the University of Peoples’ Friendship where 87 Angolans are studying, Mr. João Bernardo de Miranda met representatives of the friendly association of Angolans in Moscow. The minister called upon his young compatriots to return home as soon as possible after completing their studies. 
In the afternoon on June 23, Foreign Minister João Bernardo de Miranda of Angola departed to his homeland. Throughout the working visit, the chief of Angolan diplomats was accompanied by the Angolan Presidential Administration Minister General Manuel Hélder Vieira Dias “Kopelipa”, by the President of the Administrative Council of the Sonangol Company Engineer Manuel Vicente, as well as a number of representatives of the Angolan Foreign Ministry, in particular, the Bilateral Cooperation Department Director Ambassador Florêncio de Almeida, the European Department Director Minister Counsel Joaquim Duarte Pombo and the Director of Department for Legal, Consular and Disputable Issues Minister Counsel Carlos Celestino da Conceição e Silva. 
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