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Government of the Republic of Angola
COMUNICADO (1)

Human Rights Watch, a non-governmental organization has published today a report which repeats the unfounded accusations, already made in some international circles, according to which more than four billion dollars from oil revenues would have disappeared from the Angolan treasury during the period between 1997 and 2002. The report repeats the accusations of corruption, mismanagement and an alleged governmental insensitivity towards the social crisis that still affects many Angolan families.
The Republic of Angola publicly denounces the renewal of this campaign and informs national and international public opinion that in no time has there ever been an independent accounting audit proving these accusations. The government also underscores that the first phase diagnostic study of the oil sector has already been published, providing ample information about the financial flows related to the sector. Furthermore the fiscal accounts of the Angolan government are being submitted to the International Monetary Fund for review. 

The Republic of Angola cannot be held responsible for estimates about its revenues based on sources that lack credibility; moreover not one of the international financial institution entities has been able to prove the accusations against the Angolan government. Neither the inadequacies that still exist in its statistical system (which are being overcome), nor the differences that have been observed in the accounting processes in the oil sector revenues, which derive from the conversion of such revenues from our national currency into dollars during periods of marked instability and volatility that affected our currency, can serve as a pretext to launch a campaign of slander based on pure fantasy and imagination. 

The Republic of Angola calls attention to the fact that the timeframe for the launching of this crusade against the good name of Angola and its leaders, has not been innocently chosen. Domestically, the political stabilization process is being consolidated; decisive progress has been attained in the process of peace and national reconciliation, as well as in the process of economic stabilization, which has been yielding favorable results in the fight against inflation, the increase of international reserves and in the rehabilitation of economic and social infrastructures. In the international scene, Angola has had a strong performance as Chair of the UN Security Council and SADC and has had a strong role in the resolution of the political-military conflicts in our sub region. 

The improvements in economic and political policies observed in 2003 have led to the admission of Angola into AGOA, an instrument created by the authorities of the United States of America to foster good governance in Africa, and promote the strengthening of the cooperation between the US and Africa. 

The Republic of Angola will continue to strongly pursue its political and economic reform programs and reaffirms its commitment to the strict application of the principles of unity and universality in revenue and expense accounting, and to observe greater rigor and transparency in public management. 

The Government of the Republic of Angola, Luanda, January 13, 2004.
